
 

 

Annual herd inspection 28 February 2017 

On a very chilly and windy day we went out to inspect the three herds. 

Northern herd 

We started with the northern block. The adult cows were in a similar body condition to this time last 

year which is lower than these have been historically. It used to be that this herd always carried the 

most condition of the three but this is no longer the case. This was the second consecutive mild 

winter and there seemed still some grass out there but for unknown reasons it has not resulted in a 

better body condition of the animals. Has there been a shift in grass species available? 

 

Park 

The herd was observed grazing near the A272 with six orphan calves separated a few hundred yards 

away. Animals were in an adequate body condition with a score between 2-3 (scale 1-5). The 

reduction of deer numbers might have contributed to better winter grazing available to the cattle. It 

was striking that 2015 born “bulling heifers” were in significantly lower condition. It was commented 

that these animals had come from their summer grazing at Church Farm North in a mediocre 

condition.  

Southern herd 

A good representation of the herd was observed grazing near Dial Post. These animals were in 

similar condition or even slightly better than those observed in the park. Extensive browsing on 

willow shoots was seen. In the past this has caused health issues in the animals but so far no 

symptoms have been observed.  
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